LATEX PRODUCTS
ARE NOT HAZARDOUS!

How do I know if it’s latex (not hazardous)?

How do I know if it’s oil / solvent based (hazardous)?
Best way to tell is by reading the label. Ifthe label is missing or unreadable, the product should be
brought to a Household Hazardous Waste Collection.

LATEX (= not hazardous)
Easiest way is to check the clean up instructions on label. If you can clean your brush or
roller with soap and water, it is typically latex, or water-based and not hazardous.

Words to look for on label:

Latex Water-based
Acrylic Acrylic Emulsion
Ethylene glycol Glycol

Vinyl emulsion Poly Vinyl Alcohol

OIL / SOLVENT BASED ( = hazardous)
Easiest way is to check the clean up instructions on label. If the label says you must use

mineral spirits or turpentine to clean your brush or roller, then the product is oil or solvent-
based.

‘Words to look for on label:

Combustible Flammable

Alkyd Hydrocarbons Solvent based

Oil Lacquer Swimming Pool Paint
Oil based Lead Thinner

Alkyd Resin Linseed O1l Two-part paint

Car or boat paint Mineral Spirits

Chromium Petroleum

Another simple way to tell is to determine its solubility in water. A small amount in a jar or
cap mixed with water will show whether it is latex or solvent-based paint. Latex paint readily

mixes with water since it is water-based — it becomes thinner as water is added. Solvent-based

paint 1s insoluble in water — so the paint and water separate like vinegar and oil.

Latex Paints: Latex paints are referred to as water-thinned or water-based paints. Their major

components are water, pigment and an emulsion resin (latex). Latex paint is not considered

Latex vs solvent based paint



hazardous by federal definition or by most state and local regulations, and can be safely
handled, if completely dried, with trash collection and disposal.

Solvent-based Paints: Solvent-based paints cover a wide variety of paint products with one
defining characteristic: they are thinned with an organic solvent material, the exact type of
which depends on the type of paint. These products include alkyd, epoxy, urethane and
polyurethane paints. Liquid solvent-based products should be handled as household hazardous
waste due to their potential flammability.

Source: http://www.paint.org

The word Alkyd on a can is synonymous with oil based paint. Also any paint or Urethane that
is cleaned will Mineral Spirits is a give away that it is a oil based product.

Latex, acrylic or waterborne paints and water based urethanes or anything which can be
cleaned by water is generally regarded as safer and less toxic.

Source: Fran De Leo, painter
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